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If  you  know  the  right  first-aid  treatment  for  spots  and  stains,  you  often 
can  save  yourself  a  good  deal  of  expense  as  well  as  sorrow.    For  when  a  favorite 
dress  is  rained  by  a  stain,  that's  a  waste  of  money  and  often  a  tragedy  beside. 
The  same  is  true  when  a  nice  tablecloth  or  rug  suffers  the  same  fate. 

Summer  is  a  big  season  for  stains.    TThat  with  canning  and  gardening,  camping, 
and  picnicking,  automobile  driving  and  hot  weather — well,  you  have  to  be  prepared 
for  stains  anywhere  and  anytime.     It's  a  good  idea  to  know  in  advance  what  kind  of 
first  aid  to  apply  to  each  different  kind  of  stain.     I've  just  been  thinking  over 
(the  summertime  stains  I've  had  experience  with. ...  of  ten  bitter  experience.    Ivy  list 
includes  fruit  stains  and  soft  drink  stains,  ice  cream  and  mayonnaise  stains  as  well 
as  stains  from  grass,  mildew,  iron  rust,  perspiration,  automobile  and  road  grease, 
even  fly  paper. 

Every  one  of  these  different  stains  needs  prompt  treatment  and  the  right 
treatment  if  it  is  to  come  out  successfully.     So  your  library.  .  .every  good  house- 
keeper's library  should  include  a  stain  removal  bulletin  for  reference.    But  since 
Jyou  can't  always  have  that  bulletin  with  you,  it's  a  good  idea  to  keep  a  few  simple 
stain  treatments  in  your  head. 

Let's  begin  with  fruit  stains.     They're  some  of  the  commonest  stains  at  this 
time  of  the  year.     And  they're  some  of  the  stains  that  need  the  right  treatment  or 
they'll  be  set  in  the  cloth  and  won't  budge  without  bleaching.    Fruit  stains  are 
easy  to  remove  while  they're  still  fresh  and  moist.     The  remedy  is  simple.  Just 
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pour  boiling  water  on  them.     Place  the  stained  fabric  over  a  bucket  on  the  floor. 
Then  take  your  boiling  teakettle  and  pour  on  the  hot  water  from  a  height  of  3  or  4 
feet.     The  force  of  the  water  drives  out  the  stain.    Never  use  soap  on  a  fruit 
stain.     It  sots  it.    Age  and  drying  also  set  fruit  stains. 

Pops  and  sodas  and  other  soft  drinks  can  make  very  troublesome  stains  unless 
you  get  after  them  promptly  and  properly.     They  contain  tannin  as  fruit  does.  But 
they  are  often  more  troublesome  than  fruit  stains  because  they  may  not  show  up  at 
all  at  first.    And  then  as  they  dry  or  are  heated  or  are  washed  in  soap,  stubborn 
tan  or  brown  stains  appear.     That  is  the  way  tannin  acts.     It  is  colorless  until  it 
comes  in  contact  with  heat  or  an  alkali  like  soap.     If  you  spill  any  soft  drinks, 
ssponge  the  spot  immediately  with  lukewarm  water.     Or  even  better,  sponge  with  luke- 
warm water  and  denatured  alcohol  together.     Then  rinse  with  clear  water.  Another 
Eood  treatment  is  to  apply  a  paste  of  borax  and  water.     If  soft  drinks  are  spilled 
ion  automobile  seats  or  upholstered  furniture,  this  paste  applied  immediately  is  the 
□remedy. 

The  aftermath  of  many  a  summer  picnic  is  ice  cream  or  mayonnaise  or  grass 
stains.     Ice  cream  spots  are  a  mixture  of  sugar,  protein,  grease,  and  often  fruit 
^coloring.     Sponge  out  the  sugar  and  protein  first  with  cool  water.     Then  sponge  out 
;the  grease  with  a  grease  solvent.     If  a  colored  fruit  stain  is  left,   treat  with 
{boiling  water. 

Mayonnaise  is  another  mixed  stain  that  requires  two  different  remedies. 
Sponge  first  with  cool  water  to  remove  the  egg.     Then  sponge  cut  the  oil  with  a 
grease  solvent.    Use  a  pad  of  absorbent  cloth  underneath  to  take  up  the  grease  as 
Ithe  solvent  washes  it  out. 

Fortunately  for  children's  clothes,  the  bright  green  stain  from  grass  and 
other  leaves  usually  comes  out  easily  just  by  washing  in  soap  and  water.  If  you 
can't  wash  the  stained  fabric,   sponge  with  water  and  denatured  alcohol. 
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Shower  "bath  curtains,  clothes  rolled  up  for  ironing,  and  clothes  hanging  in 
damp  warm  closets  are  very  likely  to  stain  with  mildew  in  summer.     Mildew  is  a 
fungus  that  grows  with  warmth,  moisture  and  darkness.    When  it  is  fresh  and  new,  it 
disappears  if  you  wash  the  fabric  and  hang  it  in  the  sun  to  dry.    But  as  mildew 
grows,   it  attacks  the  fiber  of  the  cloth  and  the  stain  "becomes  impossible  to  remove. 
Grandmother's  prescription  for  bleaching  mildew  from  white  cloth  was  salt,  lemon 
juice  and  sunshine  applied  together.     Javelle  water  bleaches  mildew  from  white 
cottons  and  linens.    Peroxide  is  the  bleach  for  silk  and  wool.    You'll  find  further 
treatments  for  mildew  in  your  stain  removal  bulletin. 

Grandmother  also  used  salt,  le:aon  juice  and  sunshine  for  iron  rust.     Or  she 
moistened  the  stain  with  lemon  juice  and  then  steamed  it.     Many  drug  stores  now  sell 
an  iron  rust  soap  which  is  easy  to  apply  if  you  follow  directions  on  the  package. 

Another  familiar  hot-weather  stain  is  perspiration.     Perspiration  washes  out 
easily  when  fresh.    But  even  so  it  may  change  the  color  of  the  dye  in  the  cloth. 
Fresh  perspiration  is  usually  acid.     So,  you  may  be  able  to  restore  the  color  by 
holding  the  cloth  over  a  bottle  of  ammonia.     When  perspiration  stains  are  old,  they 
may  become  alkaline.     In  that  case,  you  may  restore  the  color  by  sponging  with  lemon 
juice  and  water  and  then  rinsing  out  in  water. 

As  for  the  black  grease  from  automobiles  or  roads,  scrape  off  as  much  of  that 

as  possible  and  then  sponge  With  a  grease  solvent.    Use  clean  pads  underneath  and  as 

many  applications  of  the  solvent  as  necessary.     Or  loosen  the  grease  by  rubbing  in 

lard;  then  sponge  with  the  grease  solvent  and  finally  wash  in  hot  suds. 

Much  the  same  treatment  applies  if  you're  unlucky  enough  to  catch  your 
clothes  on  sticky  fly  paper.     Hub  the  sticky  spot  with  kerosene  or  lard.  Then 
sponge  with  a  grease  solvent  or  wash  with  suds  and  rinse. 

You'll  find  these  remedies  and  many  others  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture's 
bulletin  on  stain  removal.     The  bulletin  is  free.    Write  for  Parmer's  Bulletin  No. 
1474.     Send  your  request  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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